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Letter from the President 

Alan Schwartz 

My wife and I are enjoying our first Spring in 

our new home. It has been (barely) warm 

enough to get outside and start the cycle of 

unending yard chores. A benefit of mowing 

the lawn is that it gives time for the mind to 

wander. As I paced back and forth across the 

grass, I reflected on the my good fortune and 

on the good fortune of the many clients that 

CALMRA serves. Among our organization's 

many efforts is our residential program that 

provides homes to many of our clients. In this 

program, CALMRA residents enjoy the secu-

rity, the comfort, and the pride of having a 

home and being part of their own community. 

The quality of life that this program provides 

to our clients is a pretty high standard and 

reflects the outstanding efforts of a very dedi-

cated staff and organization. It also reflects a 

strong commitment from supporters, like you, 

who have provided the critical supplement to 

government funding that has meant the differ-

ence between minimum care and high-quality 

services. In recent years, though, there has 

been an erosion in the number of CALMRA 

members. Long-term supporters have passed 

away and have not been offset with new 

members.  A strong organization is a growing 

organization and we must endeavor to turn 

around this slip in membership. As you get 

out in your yard this Spring and talk to your 

neighbors, consider telling them about 

CALMRA and the opportunity that they can 

have to be part of this wonderful organization 

through membership. 

  

Have a great Spring! 
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We are finally emerging from our deep winter 

freeze!  The office is adorned with beautiful daffo-

dils from our Princess Garden Homeðthanks to 

you Martha! and everyone is enjoying the extra 

sunshine with daylight savings time. 

 

We are seeing major changes in the State system.  

The Director of DDA, Michael Chapman, has 

resigned as well as the Southern MD Regional 

Director, John Whittle.  The only constant it 

seems is CHANGE! 

We are still concerned about the Stateôs proposal 

to stop paying provider agencies for absence days.  

This especially affects us as we serve many indi-

viduals with medical needs who are frequently out 

of the programs for health related issues or hospi-

talizations.  The State plans to pay providers more 

in the individual client rates but MACS, in con-

junction with the provider community, after exam-

ining this scenario, has found providers will not 

break even but will lose funds.  The State has 

agreed to hold providers harmless as this is imple-

mented.  Many family members who take their 

sons and daughters out of the programs for more 

than 33 days in the year are upset with the Stateôs 

plan as well. 

 

We will be re-naming the CALMRA Day Program 

after our founding mother, Mary Solko.  The pro-

gramôs new name will be:  MARY SOLKO SEN-

IOR CENTER .  We hope in some small way this 

will honor all the love, advocacy, and hard work 

Mary put into developing and sustaining CALM-

RA over the last 25 years. 

 

We hope to see many of you out there for the 

CALMRA Golf Tournament In June!!  Please visit 

the website to register!  http://www.calmra.org/

Donations.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was a major victory for people with  devel-

opmental disabilities in the MD State Legislature 

as the ALCOHOL TAX was passed.After several 

years of grassroots lobbying, SB994 Sales and 

Use Tax ï Alcoholic Beverages ï Supplemental 

Appropriation sponsored by Senator Jones Rod-

well and Senator Rich Madaleno passed the Gen-

eral Assembly late on Sine Die. The General As-

sembly passed SB 994, the alcohol tax bill that 

provides $15m in funding in fy12 for the DDA 

Waiting List. When combined with federal match-

ing funds, this will provide an estimated $28m for 

people who have been waiting for supports.  Ap-

proximately 500 or more people will finally be 

able to receive the supports they need, reaching 

almost half of the people currently in the top two 

crisis categories on the Waiting List. A joint legis-

lative effort this year between DD advocates, and 

mental health, addiction treatment, and health care 

advocates increased the momentum and the sup-

port to pass an alcohol tax. The original tax bill, 

SB 717 / HB 832 The Lorraine Sheehan Health 

and Community Services Act of 2010 would have 

created a significant source of new funding for 

developmental disability services through increase 

of the alcohol tax in Maryland.  The bill would 

have raised a total of $210 million, of which ap-

proximately $30 million would have been dedicat-

ed to DDA services ï half of the DD funding for 

expansion of supports for people on the DDA 

Waiting List, and half to address the under-

funding of existing services.  Unfortunately fund-

ing for the other constituencies identified in 

SB717/HB832 did not receive funding through the 

passage of SB994.The passage of SB994 is a ma-

jor victory, particularly in this fiscal environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Lois Funk 
Lois Funk is considered by some as an elderly 

women, but you wouldnôt know it if you have had 

the opportunity to be around her! She is energetic, 

vibrant, and has a fun personality that makes her 

young at heart. Lois is an only child born to the 

late Reynord Ambrose and Anna Funk.  Her moth-

er was a sweet lady and was a great advocate for 

Lois and others with cognitive disabilities. She 

served on the CALMRA Board many years ago.  

Lois was a devoted, loving daughter to her moth-

er. Because of Anna, Lois is the strong woman she 

is today!  

Lois grew up in Lanham, MD where she went to 

school.  Lois lives a very busy life!  She enjoys 

traveling, shopping, dancing, and is always up for 

experiencing different things and visiting new 

places! Lois recently joined the Performance Arts 

club where she gets to go to the theaters and see 

all kinds of wonderful plays! In addition to being 

an active member of the Friendly Bunch Social 

Club for years, Lois has been an active participant 

of the Golden Age Club for over 25 years. She is 

also a member of ñPeople On The Goò through 

The Arc of Prince Georges County.  She is a great 

advocate for herself and speaks up for others when 

needed.  Lois attends CALMRAôs Mary Solko 

Senior Center where she is very helpful. She 

doesnôt hesitate to speak up if she sees something 

is not right or if someone needs help.  

Lois is a great friend; she has been best friends 

with her roommate Liz for over 30 years! Lois has 

two new titles that she takes pride in! Lois has 

adopted the role of Grandma!  She is the proud 

ògrandmaò of her Live-in counselor, Yemisi 

Mabry's son, Simon.  Lois recently joined the 

CALMRA Board of Directors and is an asset to 

the agency.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD MEMBERBOARD MEMBERBOARD MEMBER   

   HIGHLIGHTERHIGHLIGHTERHIGHLIGHTER    

OF THE QUARTEROF THE QUARTEROF THE QUARTER   

http://www.calmra.org/Donations.htm
http://www.calmra.org/Donations.htm
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CALMRA would like to recognize 

the following participants who 

have celebrated or will soon be  

celebrating their birthdays: 

 
James Townsley 5/7 
Shawn Bradford  5/8 
Michael Hurvitz 5/11 

Andrew Moorehead  5/22 
Gabrielle Roeder 5/23 
Marilyn Bader 5/25 

Christopher Connell  5/30 
David Ferrara 5/30 
Margery Tannen 6/2 
Linda Snowden 6/8 
Alan Snowden 6/18 
Dwayne Walsh 6/11 

Melynda Grace Pawulak 6/12 
Frances Kelly 6/28 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Morgan Achonu 

John Bangura 

Djenabou Barry 

Matthew Isah 

Trinton Lowery 

Tara Major  

Rowland Olaniyi Akinyoseye  

Angeli Lowery 

 

CALMRA would also like to  

recognize the following staff who 

have celebrated or will soon be  

celebrating a birthday: 
 

Johnson Ajayi  4/7 
Hayadee Hidalgo 4.14 

Yakubu Isah 4/19 
Trinton Lowery 4/19 
Lisa Jardine 4/22 

Kadiatu Kamara 4/27 
Antonina Bayly 4/26 
Isata Mansaray 4/29 
Taibat Adeshokan 5/7 

Lois Money 5/8 
Olanrewaju (Larry)Oshodi 5/8 

Julianah Oyewole 5/11 
Irma Jean 5/12 

Isayas Alignay 5/18 
Shannan Hall 5/22 

Nadie Sento Banqura 5/22 
Shannan hall 5/22 

Daniel Oyewole 5/24 
Nancy Tolbert 5/24 

Hadje Domkreo 5/26 
Brenda Zupancic 5/28 
Djenabou Barry 5/30 
Martha Ibikunle 6/1 
Roseline Alaofin 6/5 

Irene Towns 6/5 
Tara Major 6/6  

Shamsideen Onabiyi 6/6 
Sabainah Akiniosotu 6/14 

Victoria Afolabi  6/21 
Olayinka Davies 6/22 
Danna Zacharek 6/22 

Gloria Deigh 6/26 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Gifts  

For  
Mary Solko 

Founder of Calmra, Inc. 
 

 
David & Sheila Saville 

Sharon Spurrier 
Bill Dent 

Angelo & Natalie Ferrera 
Fred &Nancy Tolbert   

Joanne Georgeson 
Dottie & Joan Prodiges 

Raynina & Roscoe Swann 
Fred & Carolyn Windbeck 
Cecil & Barbara Torrico 

ARC of Prrince Georgeõs County 
Stuart Eisen 

Walter Prediger 
Dorthy Romeo-Reeves 

 

 

Generic Donations 

Harwood House Thrift Shop 

Jeanne Hassenzahl 

Eleanor Lawrence 

Dorothy Romeo 

Dorothy Gay 

John & Hazel Roeder 
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   CALMRA Inc. Family Picnic  
      

When:  Saturday, June 18, 2011, 10:30am-1:30pm 

 

Where:  Wheaton-Claridge Local Park:  11901 Claridge Road, Wheaton, MD 20902 
 

Residents, family, and staff are invited to attend Calmraôs picnic! 
 

FOOD ï GAMES ï MUSIC ï FUN! 
Donôt miss out on the fun! 

 
10:30am-11:45am Games/Activities for all ages 
11:30am-12:30pm Food/Beverages/Dessert 
12:15pm-1:30pm  Dancing/Activities 
1:30pm-2pm  Clean up ï volunteers appreciated 
 
Please RSVP with number to attend by June 10 to Sheila Saville at  
(301) 490-1970 or  by email to calmrapicnic@verizon.net 
 

Directions:   Take I-495 towards Silver Spring to Exit 29 (MD 193) University Blvd., turn right on University Blvd, go 3.6 
miles and turn right at Veirs Mill Rd., go 1 mile and turn right on Claridge Rd., park entrance is .2 miles on right. 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:calmrapicnic@verizon.net
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ALLVIEW  
 

Greetings from everyone from Allview!  Weôve 

had a wonderful three months.   

 

In January we went to Virginia to bring in the 

New Year.  We had a wonderful time.  Marilyn 

actually won a dance contest.  She was so proud 

of her trophy she received. On January 23rd, we 

moved to the Silver Spring Residence Inn while 

our bathroom at Allview was being renovated.  It 

was a great experience.  Everyone there was very 

nice and accommodating throughout our stay.  

After seven weeks, the best part was returning 

home to a beautiful bathroom with a lovely big 

whirlpool.  The ladies said ñit feels like we're in 

heavenò.  Mary was extreme happy with the new 

washer and dryer in the kitchen.   She is now able 

to help do her own laundry.  

 

In February, we went to TJôs Restaurant in Cal-

verton to celebrate Valentineôs Day with friends.  

The food was delicious and service was excellent.  

In addition, it was great having a night out with 

our friends. 

 

In March we all went out to an all you can eat 

buffet to celebrate Mona's Birthday.  She really 

had a great evening with friends and family.  We 

want to think everyone who took time out of their 

busy day to celebrate Monaôs ñ56th Birthdayò. 

There were 30 people in attendance to show their 

love for Mona.  

 

We are looking forward to a pretty spring and a 

warm summer.  We are also planning outings and 

vacation time.  Thanks to everyone who helped us 

through our transition while our home was reno-

vated! But most of all thanks to Danna who did all 

the leg work to make it happen and the contractor, 

Al, for doing such a beautiful job and being very 

considerate of the ladies throughout the entire 

process!  Lastly, thanks to Emily for helping with 

the hotel arrangements.  Please remember to keep 

our troops and their families in your prayer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BEAUWICK  
 

Residents and staff at Beauwick house are doing 

well, socially and health wise. As spring is in the 

air, the weather has been on and off but our resi-

dents have been enjoying it all, with less problems 

in terms of allergies. They have been helping staff 

rake the leaves, pick up twigs and fallen branch-

es and clean the patio for some outdoor games and 

dinners. 

 

Recently we have been going out sight seeing and 

window shopping too. We hope to celebrate  two 

birthdays soon, Andy's and Dale's 

with candles blown from cakes and birthday songs 

with lots to eat and drink. All the guys are very 

involved at their Day Programs and are really 

excited about it. David continues to engage in 

intensive community integration activities offered 

by with SEEC's with staff assistance. He al-

so enjoys his parents' socialization efforts that he 

gets twice a week.  He has lost weight and looks 

good. Andy continues to volunteer for the Red 

Cross and he shreds papers at the Naval Medical 

Center in Bethesda and continues to maintain a 

cherished disposition.  He participates in bowling 

at Bowl America, twice a week.  Dale also partici-

pates in several activities at the Kennedy Insti-

tuteôs Day Program where he is joined by his 

mom and sibling who live close by the center. 

 

Now that the weather is getting nicer, we are plan-

ning lots of cookouts with hopes to invite other 

houses to join us for fun. We also intend to take a 

vacation as soon as possible to give the guys a 

break from their routine schedules. We wish eve-

ryone at CALMRA a nice Spring season and hope 

we bloom productively and we thank all those 

who sacrificed their time and energy to make this 

last season a very special one for our beloved 

Beauwick house. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRANCHVIEW  
Greetings 

 

Marshall and Wade are in good spirits.  They're 

happy to be in their new home and are getting 

very accustomed to their new surroundings.   

 

We have taken a trip to the Smithsonian Museum.  

Wade and Marshall were very happy to get out 

and about.  We also went to the Jefferson Memo-

rial.  Wade just couldn't help himself, by trying to 

talk to everyone who walked past.  Wade attends 

the Best Buddies Program.  The program is run by 

college students at American University.  They 

meet bi-weekly with other agencies and their resi-

dents.  The participants take part in playing 

games, arts and crafts, dancing, playing the Wii 

and refreshments are served.  In addition to the 

other activities, the students celebrate and host 

birthday parties for each of the residents.  One 

weekend, they held the program at the National 

Zoo.  We also brought Marshall along for the 

outing.  It was tough going up and down the zoo's 

hills, but we all managed to get through it togeth-

er.  Also, we were invited to Mona's birthday 

party with Allview.  Wade had a great time min-

gling with the other people that attended.  
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BUCKLODGE  
 

Hello Friends & Families ! 

Bucklodge guys are doing great!  They have been 

keeping busy with lot of activities that are going 

on with Parks and Planning  The guys love partic-

ipating in the activities to keep in shape.  They 

just finished the basketball season with Parks and 

Planning.  Now they are in the volley ball season.  

The bowling season just ended. 

 

Last month the guys attended many events and 

outings with Parks and Planning; such as, The 

NCAA March Madness Games, The Annual 

World of Dance, Monster Golf, and many more 

these outings with Parks and Planning this past 

quarter have been extremely fun.  We celebrated 

Eugeneôs 44th birthday at the recreation hall on 

University Blvd. in Adelphi.  Kate and Lateef 

worked together to make this a very special occa-

sion for Eugene!  Family, friends and staff came 

out to celebrate with him!  Mr. Eugene Perry 

thanks you all for coming out to celebrate with 

him.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 COLUMBIA  

Greetings from Columbia Residents and Staff! 

 

Greetings from Columbia residents and staff!  

We are all enjoying good health and looking for-

ward to a wonderful spring and summer.    

The guys are still during a good job of maintain-

ing their weight by watching their diet and exer-

cise.  Keith continues to enjoy spending time with 

his brother and sister. Ralph goes with his father 

after bowling on Saturdays; he looks forward to 

this visit.  Donald mom is still recovering from 

her illness. Donald visits her when he can and 

helps mom out with chores around the house.   

Bowling has been fun; the guys really enjoy that 

on Saturdays, but unfortunately it ends soon. The 

guys continue to go to church on Sundays! In 

January Ralph participated in the annual Strath-

more Music Hall Concert in Bethesda. The gang 

went to support him. Audra, the Program Admin-

istrator went as well!  Ralph celebrated turning 

the big 50 this past year.  We celebrated this won-

derful milestone with cake and ice cream.  Oh and 

of course his favorite-pizza!   We are in the pro-

cess of planning our summer vacation. We will be 

going to Williamsburg, Virginia in July to tour 

some of the beautiful attractions there.  We will 

let you know how much fun when had in the next 

newsletter.  The guys are also looking forward to 

going to summer camp at the end of July at Mil-

ton Lodge. CHI sponsors this every year.  

Columbia residents and staff wish everyone a safe 

and happy spring/summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRESDEN 

The ladies of Dresden have experienced many fun 

and exciting outings the past few months.  Green-

belt Shopping center, City Place of Silver Springs, 

and Largo Town Center are some of the malls the 

ladies have visited.  On Presidentôs Day, the la-

dies visited The National Harbor, where we visit-

ed several venues.  The ladies all enjoyed them 

selves and were all on their best behavior. 


